
 
 
June 12, 2007 
 
The Honorable Tim Walz     The Honorable Collin Peterson 
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
1529 Longworth House Office Building   2211 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Congressmen Walz and Peterson: 
 
On behalf of National Farmers Union (NFU), I write to thank you for introducing the Wind Energy 
Promotion Act that provides an important step in enabling local investment into wind energy development.   
 
Rural America has the greatest potential for generating significant amounts of clean, renewable electricity, 
and NFU has long been an advocate for farmer-owned cooperatives pursuing the development and marketing 
of wind energy through their networks of local and regional cooperatives.  It is a reality that our nation can 
move away from finite, nonrenewable resources for energy production to a clean, renewable source that 
provides economic opportunities for rural communities.  
 
As we develop this industry, it is crucial that government programs do not inhibit the ability for farmers and 
ranchers to participate.  All too often today, investments into wind projects are by large, multi-national 
investors because they can more easily take advantage of the current production tax credit that significantly 
impacts the ability for local participation.  
 
The Wind Energy Promotion Act addresses this very important and very critical issue by making it easier for 
Americans to invest in wind energy projects by expanding the eligibility of who can receive benefits from 
the Renewable Energy Production Tax Credit.  We believe that providing incentives for local ownership and 
investment into wind energy provides economic and social benefits, while providing an economic base for 
further rural economic development.  
 
We appreciate your efforts on this matter and look forward to working with you to advance your efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tom Buis, President 
National Farmers Union 
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